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Sloe* you have recently retired at the end of * distinguished 
Owe r ament career. It is appropriate that ere express to you our 
appreciation of the guidance, understanding, and support you gave 
he tide Agency throughout Us growing years. 

Before the Agency sue recognised by statute, it was only 
through techniques worked out with you that the Central Intelligence 
Group was able effectively to lay the foundations tor toe future 
Agency, Cue a formally established, the Agency wae faced with 
a requirement for toe authorities aeceeeary to carry out lie 
functions. Again your understanding of our responsibilities and 
toe problem ef undertaking them in the cold war era wae a powerful 
influence in toe passage of the Central Intelligence Agency Act of 
If 49, Tide act le now time tested, and on r experience has shewn 
that the wide aotheritiee granted to this Agency are ease* dial to 
Its ability ts perform effectively. 

Masy other times yen have considered our problem#, some 
ef them perhaps unique in Government, and always we tound yoar 
counsel constructive. It wae therefore with grant regret that we 
saw yon leave the Government, hut w* extend aur heat wishes tor a 
long career in the comparatively simple life ef private industry. 
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Lawrence R. Houston, General Counsel 
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